MINUTES OF ICKLETON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
Held in the Gordon Woolhouse Meeting Room, Ickleton Village Hall, Frogge Street, Ickleton. CB10 1SH
Wednesday 16" October 2024 starting at 7.30pm

Present:

In attendance:
Open
099/24-25

Formalities
100/24-25

101/24-25

102/24-25

Agenda
103/24-25

104/24-25

105/24-25
i
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Clir Simon Cheney (Chair), ClIr Lucy Davidson, Cllr Emily Gittins, Cllr Tim Pavelin, Cllr Terry Sadler and
Clir P Wombwell.
Barbara Benn (Clerk) and one member of the public.

Open Forum for Public Participation — 15 minutes will be made available for members of the public
to address the council. No representations were made.

Apologies for absence. Apologies were received and accepted for personal reasons from Clir Steve
Heaney and Clir John Gidley.

Councillors’ Declarations of Interest. Cllr Pavelin declared a pecuniary interest in agenda item
105/24-25 ii.

To approve the Minutes of the meeting held on 18" September 2024. It was resolved that the
minutes of the meeting held on 18" September 2024 be approved and signed by the Chair as a true
and accurate record.

Reports from South Cambs District (SCDClIrs) and Cambridge County Councillors (CCClIrs).

Please see Appendix A.

Council

Projects and initiatives

Cemetery extension update. Cllr Cheney provided an update on the sale. The Conveyancing solicitor
charge has been confirmed as £2,200.

Consider quotations received to date for the survey and map of proposed area. The quotations were
reviewed and it was resolved to instruct Sunshine Surveys. Clerk
Tax and finance

To note receipts from:

Salvation Army Trading Company £9.07

Unity Bank credit interest £181.69

Burial fees £85.00

VAT126 claim £620.33

To approve payment of October 2024 accounts:

T Pavelin, Invoice 36, £80. ClIr Pavelin abstained from consideration of this item.

Clerk’s salary (confidential)

E&E Plumridge £199.50

Data Protection annual fee, £35.00, to be collected by DD 22.10.24

Madingley Mulch, play bark, £570.60, paid 30" September 2024

Happy Branches, INV0164-04Y24, cemetery trees, £3320.00, paid 30" September 2024

Renewal of SLCC membership for Clerk £144.00

nPower, IN11632609, £84.32. DD 17.10.24

Equals card top-up £500.00 9.10.2024

It was resolved that the payments listed above be approved and paid.

Following publication of the agenda, the Clerk received a pro forma invoice for the purchase of a
replacement bench - £495.49. It was proposed by Clir Pavelin and Seconded by Clir Gittins that this
invoice also be paid.

Clerk

Bank reconciliation. Current account £45,215.05. Instant access £26394.46. Total £71609.51. It was
resolved that the bank reconciliation for September 2024 is approved and signed.

Equals cash card reconciliation. Card balance £161.16. It was resolved that the Equals card
reconciliation for September 2024 is approved and signed.

Consider and agree on purchase and total cost of a poppy wreath for Remembrance Day. It was
resolved to purchase a wreath at £50.00. Clerk




vi.

vii.

viii.

106/24-25
i

107/24-25
i

108/24-25

iii.

iv.
109/24-25

i

110/24-25
.

111/24-25
.

112/24-25
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Clerk’s request to transfer donation received from the Frank Lichfield Charitable Trust to the Instant
Access Savings account. It was resolved that the full amount should be transferred to the Instant
Access savings account. Clerk
Consider whether an amount should be set aside as earmarked reserves within the accounts for the
purchase of the Cemetery extension land. It was resolved that this was not required.

Budget review quarter 2 24-25. The budget was reviewed and noted.

Community

Health and Safety

Defibrillator check (Clir Pavelin). Checked and in full working order 16" October 2024.

Church and cemetery

Consider quotations received for the works to the cherry trees at the Church and agree contractor. It
was resolved that Happy Branches be appointed to undertake the works, but the pruning of two
cherry trees is not to take place before flowering in 2025. Clerk
Consider Parish Council response to the Law Commission consultation on Burial and Cremation. It
was resolved that the Parish Council would not respond.

Environment

Land and premises

Planning information from South Cambridgeshire District Council (SCDC)

To note SCDC planning decisions:

24/0981/TTCA. Status: No Objection. Site: 68 Abbey Street. Proposal: Walnut, reduce by 1.5-2m.

To consider any comments to be returned to SCDC relating to tree works:

S211 tree works notice 24/1044/TTCA. Address: 35 Church Street, Ickleton. Proposal: T1 - Conifer
Tree - Reduce the height by 8 metres. T2 - Cherry tree - Crown lift to 2.5 metres above ground level
and Reduce crown by 0.5 metres. Information only as the deadline for comment was 14" October.
Emailed to Councillors 23™ September 2024.

Councillor Sadler bought to the Parish Council’s attention that he intends to attend the appeal in
relation to the development of 350 houses in Great Chesterford. It was agreed that, should the need
arise, he speak on behalf of the Parish Council.

Consider any actions to be taken in relation to property access and maintenance in Icknield Close. It

was resolved that the Parish Council contact South Cambs District Council.  Clerk & Clir Wombwell
Update on plan for proposed wildflower area. Awaiting a plan for a suitable area. Clir Wombwell
Social Clubs

Update on Ickleton Community Pub Limited offer to Greene King and interest free loan from Parish
Council. It was resolved to draft an agreement in due course and that the funds would be made
available once the purchase was completed. Clir Gittins
Transport and Streets

Road and Highways

Consider Parish Council response to Highways and Street Lighting survey. It was resolved that no
response is made by the Parish Council.

Record the outcome of the 2024/25 financial year Local Highways Initiative application. Consider any
follow up action. It was noted that the application had been unsuccessful and resolved that the
Parish Council would seek further clarification on the estimated costs. Clir Sadler
Feedback from Community Liaison Group meeting 25 September 2024. ClIr Sadler attended the
meeting and updated Councillors on the next phase of works.

Public transport

Consider response to CCC Principal Transport Officer’s enquiry whether the Parish Council would be
willing to take on responsibility for a possible new bus shelter, pole and bus stop flag to be sited at
the existing Abbey Street east bound bus stop. A member of the public was invited to speak and
expressed their concerns about the siting of the bus shelter. The Councillors discussed the proposal
and it was resolved that Parish Council would seek clarification on the proposals. Cllr Sadler
Action list and Clerk’s report.

Clir Wombwell updated Councillors in relation to his correspondence with Highways concerning
clearing of the ditch alongside Frogge Street/Ickleton Road to facilitate drainage from under the




railway bridge. It was agreed to contact Peter McDonald to seek his assistance in resolving this
issue. Clir Wombwell
The agreed works to repair the skatepark and swings have not yet been completed. A full report
from Wicksteed is awaited in relation to the extent of the work required to the play park and skate
park. It was agreed that this be discussed at next month’s meeting. In the meanwhile, repair works
will be postponed. It was also discussed that the opinion of playground users be sought concerning
any possible replacements. Cllr Wombwell, ClIr Gittins & Clerk
113/24-25 Date and time of next Parish Council meeting: Wednesday 20" November 2024 at 7.30pm
Any business and payments to be considered at the Parish Council Meeting must be delivered to the
Clerk for inclusion on the agenda at least 7 days prior to the meeting.

The meeting closed at 9.20pm.
Signed: S Heaney
Dated: 20" November 2024

Appendix A
Parish Council Report — October 24.

South Cambs District Council

Peer Review

A follow-up report by the Local Government Association has praised South Cambridgeshire District
Council’s ‘strong ambition’, ‘good leadership’ and ‘innovative approaches’ following a recent visit.

The return visit comes after a Corporate Peer Challenge Review by the LGA last year described the Council
as being in a positive financial position —with a comprehensive and innovative response to the cost-of-living
crisis. Typically, all councils have one of these reviews every five years and they always contain
recommendations to help councils improve.

A total of 12 recommendations were made by the peer team last year. A return visit last month and update
report, a usual part of the Corporate Peer Challenge process, shows how 10 of those recommendations are
completed or well underway and two are progressing.

In Finance, peers had recommended the Council accelerates the closure of its outstanding accounts. Since
their visit in late 2023, the draft accounts for each and every year up to 2023/24 have been published —
meaning they are as up to date as possible. Meanwhile, a scheme to uncover further savings by close
working between members of the Council’s Leadership Team and service areas has identified a further £1.5
million to help meet a £3 million savings target over the next five years.

Mobile Warden Scheme

A total of £345,000 has been pledged to Mobile Warden Schemes in South Cambridgeshire for the next
three years to help more elderly people stay living in their own homes for longer.

The pledge comes after the District Council partnered with Rose Regeneration to undertake an in-depth
review of local schemes to understand more about how much it costs to run them and help them become
more sustainable in the future.

The review is important as it has taken into consideration predicted high growth in over 65-year-olds over
the next 20 years and recognises that with age comes increased risk of deteriorating health, loneliness, and
feelings of isolation.

Councillors have backed a new three-year funding scheme that starts from April 2025. The funding was
approved in the District Council’s recent Cabinet meeting.

It ensures funding is in place for existing schemes as well as providing funding for new or expanding
schemes so that more residents can be reached. The review and ongoing work has also set out a longer term
10-year plan so schemes will not need to rely so heavily on District Council funding.

There are currently 16 active Mobile Warden schemes in 49 Parishes funded by South Cambridgeshire
District Council. AGE UK Cambridgeshire and Peterborough run 11 of them, while five are run by local
groups.
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In addition, there’s also a scheme in Girton funded by the Girton Town Charity.

Mobile Warden schemes provide a vital community-based service with significant benefits — including
helping those aged over 65 remain at home instead of going into a care home and supporting them as they
return home after a spell in hospital. They provide reassurance to families who live away from their older
relatives, and to the clients themselves who often wouldn’t otherwise get out of the house or talk to anyone
for long periods of time.

Find out more about how to apply for Mobile Warden Scheme grant funding by visiting our webpage.
https://www.scambs.gov.uk/community-safety-and-health/health-and-wellbeing/mobilecommunity-warden-
scheme#:~:text=Mobile%20and%20Community%20Warden%20Schemes%20(sometimes

Cost of Living Support Update

This has included providing 500 more people with a free electric blanket during the winter — to add to the
400 South Cambridgeshire residents who received either a blanket or slow cooker the winter before. The
electrical products were targeted at people claiming Attendance Allowance or a certain level of Personal
Independence Payment who are also receiving Council Tax Support. 90% of recipients who responded to a
Council survey said they had noticed at least some difference to their energy bills — with the Council
estimating that every resident who received one saved more than £33 a week. Additionally, almost all
respondents said they’d noticed a difference in how warm they felt at home.

Meanwhile Warm Hubs — established in late 2022 to provide warm community spaces in South
Cambridgeshire — evolved into Community Hubs. Run by Cambridgeshire ACRE, they have been funded
largely by a Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Integrated Care System grant. The 16 Community Hubs
operate in communities across South Cambridgeshire — with three additional Hubs due to open this Autumn.
They are a place where residents can receive debt advice, food aid, housing, and health services. Between
February and July this year, more than 5,470 people visited these hubs.

Elsewhere a Mobile Food Hub — run in partnership with not-for-profit organisation Hope CIC — visits eight
locations across the district on a rolling basis. The Mobile Food Hub is stocked with fresh fruit and
vegetables, essential items such as canned foods, pasta, rice, cereal, and long-life milk. Personal hygiene,
period, and infant products are also available, plus household cleaning items such as laundry detergent. All
items are sold at below retail price, with some offered for free to help people with rising grocery prices. The
initiative — which recently purchased an electric vehicle thanks to funding from the District Council’s Zero
Carbon Communities grant scheme — has received more than 2,000 visits from residents since it launched
last summer.

Elsewhere, three local groups covering Girton, Barton and Melbourn have successfully applied to the
District Council’s Community Growing Grant scheme. The £500 grants support communities to grow their
own food sustainably. A South Cambridgeshire Sustainable Food Network has also been established, linking
together all the foodbanks in the district. The network is now working to share surplus food to reduce waste.
A marketing campaign to encourage residents to claim benefits they are entitled ran between November last
year and the end of January this year — helping to treble the number of visits to the Council’s cost-0f-living
support website pages.

The report also covers other updates from recent months. This includes the supply of 263 emergency food
parcels to residents as an emergency last resort and cost-of-living support sessions for community groups
and professionals and volunteers working with vulnerable people.

New Software

Cabinet members also heard about the next steps as part of the response. This will include the purchase of
innovative software to better target support and advice to residents on a low income in more of a
preventative way, and the upcoming roll-out of free period products to those who may not be able to afford
them.

Cambs County Council

Highways Committee Oct 1%

The LHI results were published with Oct 1% papers.
https://cambridgeshire.cmis.uk.com/ccc_live/MeetingsCalendar/tabid/70/ctl/ViewMeetingPublic/mid/397/M
eeting/2347/Committee/62/SelectedTab/Documents/Default.aspx
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I’m afraid we didn’t secure many schemes this time around. There is the possibility to take some forward as
PFHI (Private Funded Initiatives). However several 20 mph are being taken forward e.g. in Whittlesford and
GCP Greenway schemes in Shepreth.
Cambridgeshire Net Zero
Cambridgeshire County Council is on track to reach its organisational net zero goal for its direct emissions
by 2030, councillors on the Environment & Green Investment Committee heard (Thursday, 3 October) as
the organisation reported its annual carbon footprint.
This year’s report shows that direct emissions from the county council’s own assets are down 42 per cent
compared to 2018-19 figures. This marks the sixth time the organisation’s carbon impact has been outlined
to politicians.
Over the last financial year, the county council as an organisation has been directly responsible for less than
1000 tonnes of tCO2e. ‘tCO2e’ means ‘tonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent’ and is the formal measure for
greenhouse gases (GHGs) which make up environmentally harmful emissions.
The carbon footprint report also estimates the Council’s indirect carbon emissions created through its supply
chain and operations. The county council provides a range of essential services like education, road
maintenance and waste disposal which involve a wide range of businesses and suppliers. It is estimated that
indirect emissions, excluding the rural estate, were around 111,000 tCO2e — 39 per cent lower over the last
financial year than in the baseline year of 2018-109.
The ongoing reduction in direct emissions is due to a programme of retrofitting works and low carbon
heating projects which has involved new insulation, LED lighting and other measures introduced in many of
our buildings. As well as fossil fuel-based heating systems (like gas or oil boilers) replaced with low-carbon
air source heat pumps. Retrofit works have taken place over the last year at council buildings including
March Community Centre, Tennyson Lodge and St Neots library bringing the total number of buildings
retrofitted up to 25.
The council buys electricity through a zero-carbon tariff for all its buildings and street-lighting. The
authority also generates clean electricity on some buildings from on-site solar panels.
Quality of Life Survey
The County Council has published the results of this year’s Quality of Life survey, which is commissioned
from national independent market research agency Think Insights. This year the council has carried out this
work in partnership with Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Combined Authority, South Cambridgeshire
District Council and Cambridge Ahead. The results will provide valuable feedback for our partners to use.
In addition to this survey this year we have also engaged with some specific groups from our communities,
including those with lived experience of homelessness, the criminal justice system and drug or alcohol
dependency as well as those under the age of 18. A general public online survey, allowing any resident to
take part, ran alongside this other work so we have a really rich picture of how people feel across
Cambridgeshire.
A snapshot of results
e 72% of residents have high or very high levels of happiness. The average happiness score this year
was 7.21, higher than the national average at 7.0.
e Residents continue to feel positively about their local community; 85% feel safe and 75% feel they
belong.
e Fewer residents report struggling with mental health this year (37% down to 29%) and a lower
proportion report issues with physical health (40% down to 31%).
e Significant numbers of young people (43% of 25-34-year-olds and 40% of 18—24-year-olds)
continue to be more likely to report mental health struggles.
e The proportion of residents reporting that they often feel lonely remains higher that national data, at
31% of residents.
e Younger residents are again more likely to report loneliness (53% of 18-24 year olds).

e Cost of living remains residents’ highest concern, with 87% of residents concerned this year.

https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/council/quality-of-life-survey-2024
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Peter McDonald Oct 6th 2024
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