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MINUTES OF ICKLETON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
Held in the Gordon Woolhouse Meeting Room, Ickleton Village Hall, Frogge Street, Ickleton, CB10 1SH. 

Wednesday 15th April 2026 starting at 7.30pm 

 

Present:  Cllr Simon Cheney, Cllr Lucy Davidson, Cllr Steve Heaney (Chair), Cllr John Gidley, Cllr Tim Pavelin, Cllr 
Terry Sadler and Cllr Peter Wombwell. 

In attendance:  South Cambridgeshire District Cllr Peter McDonald, Barbara Benn (Clerk)  

Open  

221/25-26 Open Forum for Public Participation – 15 minutes will be made available for members of the public 
to address the council. No members of the public present. 

Formalities  
222/25-26 Apologies for absence. Apologies were received and accepted for personal reasons from 
   Cllr Philly Hamilton. 
223/25-26  Councillors’ Declarations of Interest. Cllr Pavelin declared a pecuniary interest in agenda item 

227/25-26iii. 
224/25-26 To approve the Minutes of the meeting held on 18th March 2026. It was resolved that the minutes of 

the meeting held on 18th March 2026 be approved and signed as a true and accurate record. 

Agenda  
225/25-26 Reports from South Cambs District (SCDCllrs) and Cambridge County Councillors (CCCllrs). 
  See Appendix A. 

Council 
226/25-26 Projects and initiatives 

i. Consider if the council wish to approach consultants for quotations to assist with the planning 
permissions and surveys for the cemetery extension. It was resolved that the Clerk would seek no 
obligation quotations concerning the surveys and planning permissions required. It was further 
resolved that the Clerk would contact ACRE for their advice. 

227/25-26 Tax and finance 
i. To note receipts from: 

Icene advertising £12.00 
HMRC VAT refund £857.90 – received after publication of the agenda. 

ii. To approve payment of April 2026 accounts: 
C Frankau, Invoice 22, grass cutting and maintenance, £2727.60 
Rialtas, Invoice SM33899, Annual software support and maintenance licence, £252.00 
Clerk’s salary (confidential) 
Clerk’s mileage expenses, April, 26 £21.60 
E&E Plumridge, INV-5380, Icene April 26, £201.50 
nPower, IN15224601, Electricity 1.1.26 – 31.3.26, £123.73  
Green Acres, invoice 26/055, fence repairs, £690.00 
Happy Branches, INV0214-09Y24(2), Churchyard cherry tree works, £460 
Bank charge £7.00 DD to be taken 30th April 2026 
It was resolved that the payments listed above be approved and paid.  
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In addition the Clerk notified Councillors that the following invoice was received after publication of 
the agenda: Ickleton Village Hall, invoice 25-26/34, room Hire, £75.00.  It  was proposed by T Pavelin 
and seconded by Cllr Sadler that this invoice also be paid. 

iii. To approve payment of April invoice from T Pavelin, bin emptying, No. 54 £80. Cllr Pavelin abstained 
from comment on this item. It was resolved the payment be made.   

iv. Bank reconciliation. Current account £22028.37, Instant access account £15,244.64 Total 
£37,273.01. It was resolved that the bank reconciliation for March 2026 is approved and signed.   

v. Equals cash card reconciliation. Balance £0.00. It was resolved that the Equals card reconciliation for 
March 2026 is approved and signed. 

vi. VAT reclaim for Quarter 4 25-26 £875.90. Noted by Councillors. 
vii. To note that the monthly bank charges have increased from £6 to £7 and that the Payroll 

subscription has increased from £14.50 to £15.00. Noted by Councillors 
viii. To confirm if the clerk should arrange for the bank transfer of the £3,000 donation towards the all-

weather cricket net to Ickleton Cricket Club. It was resolved that the transfer would be made when 
the project was complete. 

228/25-26  Safety and risk management 
i. Review and adopt updated Ickleton PC Health and Safety Policy. It was resolved that the policy be 

adopted and published. 
ii. Review Ickleton PC Risk Management Schedule (Formerly Risk Assessment). It was agreed that the 

Icene check for libel before publication be performed by a Councillor, not the Clerk. It was resolved 
that the revised Policy be updated then adopted and published. 

iii. Review and adopt Ickleton PC Risk Management Policy. It was resolved that the policy be adopted 
and published. Cllr Pavelin wished it to be recorded in the minutes that he felt this policy was not 
required. 

Community 
229/25-26 Health and Safety 

i. Defibrillator check (Cllr Pavelin). Checked 15th April 2026 and in full working order. 
230/25-26 Groups and Societies 

i. To be advised that the current coordinator of the Ickleton Neighbourhood Watch scheme has 
tendered their resignation. Noted by Councillors and thanks extended to the outgoing coordinator. 

231/25-26 Churchyard and cemetery 
i. Discuss and agree any actions in relation to the email concerning the flint wall at churchyard and 

consider quotations received. It was resolved that the Councillors Wombwell and Cheney would look 
into this further and prepare a report for the next Council meeting.   

ii. Consider quotation received for chapel repairs. It was resolved that the Clerk would seek a quotation 
for the May meeting. 

iii. Update on table top tomb permission. The PCC are in the process of applying for permission for the 
repairs. 

Environment 
232/25-26 District development  

i. To note that the Uttlesford Local Plan was adopted on the 25th March 2026. Noted by Councillors. 
233/25-26 Land and premises 

Planning information from South Cambridgeshire District Council (SCDC) 
i. To consider any comments to be returned to SCDC relating to planning applications: 

26/01124/HFUL Site address: 5 Grange Road. Proposal: Proposal: Dropped Kerb Comment by: 24th 
April 2026. It was resolved that the Parish Council would object to this application due to 
accessibility and safety concerns as the dropped kerb may significantly hamper pedestrian 
movement or pose risks to pedestrians and you cannot enter and exit the parking area in a forward 
gear. 
Notification of the following application was received after publication of the agenda: 
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26/01265/FULL Site Address: Abbey Barns, Duxford Road. Proposal: Extension to existing car parking 
to increase the number of parking bays provided for the Courtyard Offices, along with providing 
dedicated covered cycle parking. Response by 30th April.  It was proposed by Cllr Pavelin and 
seconded by Cllr Cheney that this item also be discussed. After some discussion, it was resolved to 
move to a vote.  One vote was returned for the proposal to object to the application. Two votes 
were returned for the proposal to support the application and four votes were returned for the 
proposal to make no comment on the application. It was resolved to make no comment. 

ii. Update on zip wire purchase. Cllr Pavelin proposed that the Playquip quotation be accepted. It was 
resolved that Councillor Davidson would look into the quotes received and report back to the next 
council meeting. 

iii. Update on repairs to benches in play park area. It was resolved that Cllr Gildey would look into these 
and report to the May meeting. 

iv. Consider whether a gate needs to be installed at the cemetery extension. It was resolved not to 
replace the gate at this time. 

v. Consider quotation for fence and gate repair at the recreation ground. It was resolved that the Clerk 
get quotes for bollards instead of a gate and fence for comparison. 

234/25-26 Natural Environment 
i. To discuss any actions following the Local Nature Recovery Strategy Meeting with a Duxford PC 

Councillor including whether Ickleton PC would like to join an initiative to install swift boxes in the 
village and if a community group could be set up to extend existing plans for clearing the river in 
other parishes to Ickleton. It is too late for installation of swift boxes so this will be considered in the 
autumn. The river will be discussed at the May meeting. 

ii. To discuss request to support a Tree Preservation Order on land behind properties on Abbey Street. It 
was resolved that the Parish Council are minded to support any application for a TPO.  

235/25-26 Local History and Heritage 
i. Consider Parish Council response to request for action concerning possible change to curtilage of 

properties on Abbey Street. It is understood that the Conservation Officer at SCDC is aware of this. It 
was resolved that Cllr Sadler would contact the Planning Department on behalf of the Parish Council 
to report a breach of planning concerning the fences which have been erected.  

Social issues 
236/25-26 Housing 

i. To receive feedback and any action points from meeting with ACRE and English Rural. An email 
summary was sent to Councillors just prior to the meeting. Cllr Heaney will liaise with Rural England 
and Acre and this matter will be discussed further at the May meeting of the Parish Council.  

Transport and Streets 
237/25-26 Roads and Highways 

i. Update on responses received concerning LHI bid for Butcher’s Hill. The responses will be shared 
with Councillors an used to support the LHI bid. 

238/25-26 Transport Planning 
i. Consider if the Parish Council wish to respond to the East West Rail consultation. 14th April to 9th 

June. It was resolved not to comment on the consultation. 
239/25-26 Action list update and Councillors’ reports. All items covered elsewhere on the agenda. 
240/25-26 Matters for Further Discussion.  
 Email concerning Back Lane. Clerk to respond  
 Email concerning dogs on recreation ground. Clerk to respond. 
 Email concerning offer of a cherry tree at the church. Clerk to respond. 
241/25-26 Date and time of next Parish Council meeting: Wednesday 20th May at 7.30pm  
 This will be the Annual Council Meeting. Any business and payments to be considered at the Parish 

Council Meeting must be delivered to the Clerk for inclusion on the agenda at least 7 days prior to 
the meeting. 
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Close  

 

The meeting closed at 9.35pm  
 
Signed: S Heaney 
 
 
Dated: 20th May 2026 
 

Appendix A 
 

Parish Council Report April 2026    

South Cambs Council 
Zero Carbon Communities (ZCC) Scheme 
SCDC has committed another £152,000 to the popular ZCC grant scheme. The amount that 
applicants can apply for has risen from £15,000 per project to £19,500. Since the scheme was 
launched in 2019, it has supported 82 different projects, awarding over £855,000 to initiatives across 
the district including energy generation and efficiency, conservation measures at community 
buildings, community cycling events, cycle shelters, food waste reduction initiatives, community 
allotment and gardening projects. 
The application window will open on Monday 25 May and close on Friday 24 July 2026. Projects on 
school sites and by parent / teacher associations will be able to apply – if there is a benefit to the 
wider community. Those interested in applying for a Zero Carbon Communities grant can join a 
workshop to find out more. Two sessions are to be held on Wednesday 20 May - one running from 
12:30pm to 1:30pm and a second one from 6pm to 7pm. Potential applicants are encouraged to 
register for either. 
Food Collections 
We are now well into the roll out of the programme. A reminder that the dates are now included in 
the overall bin schedule and a reminder of what can and cant be put in these. 
Bin dates for 4 Maynards, Whittlesford, CB224PN 

• Your next black bin (rubbish) collection is on Tuesday 14 April 2026 
• Your next blue bin (recycling) collection is on Tuesday 21 April 2026 
• Your next green bin (garden) collection is on Tuesday 21 April 2026 
• Your next food caddy (food waste) collection is on Tuesday 12 May 2026 

  

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=Yr5uzntVNkShnHZ-yizUUX-yuHhmVadHsuIqYsw8chhUNjlIUkNPUVNYTjFYMEZWRUEwMFBJOU5IUS4u&route=shorturl
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Cancellation of non-responding postal votes 
SCDC officers and councillors have, for several months, been campaigning to warn residents of the 
expiry of postal votes, which is a legal requirement and happens every three years. The deadline to 
apply for an extension has now passed and the postal votes of 4,266 residents have had to be 
cancelled (of the original 15,392 that required renewal) which represents a 72.28% positive response 
rate. All affected voters will receive a letter to inform them of this change and will also include 
details on how they might make a new application to vote by post if they wish. Applications need to 
be received by 5pm on 21 April 2026 to get a postal vote for the 7 May 2026 elections. 
If you have any questions, please email elections@scambs.gov.uk. 
New Local Markets Study 
New independent research has highlighted the vital role markets play in community life and details 
steps to help them thrive in Greater Cambridge. 
 
Cambridge City and South Cambridgeshire District Councils jointly commissioned the Greater 
Cambridge Market Economic and Social Impact Assessment which sets out how traditional retail 
markets contribute to the area’s economy, strengthen communities and enrich local culture. 
The assessment highlights the vital contribution of the three Cambridge and 17 South 
Cambridgeshire markets and sets a roadmap for their future growth and sustainability. 
The report reflects extensive engagement with traders, residents, market shoppers, community 
organisations and local businesses, and demonstrates that traditional markets across the region not 
only support employment and apprenticeship opportunities, but also enrich local character, 
strengthen community interaction, and give people access to diverse products - including produce 
that might otherwise be unavailable locally. 
Key findings from the report include: 

• Economic and social value: Markets contribute to the sub-region’s economy by creating jobs 

and supporting small businesses, while fostering vibrant community spaces. 

• Local identity and connections: Markets act as focal points for community interaction and 

help sustain the distinctive culture of Greater Cambridge. 

• Opportunities and challenges: While the benefits are clear, the research notes that market 

trading can be fragile. Some traders face challenges in sourcing produce locally and 

therefore have to bring in produce from further afield, impacting how sustainable their 

business model can be. 

mailto:elections@scambs.gov.uk
https://www.cambridge.gov.uk/market-economic-social-impact-assessment
https://www.cambridge.gov.uk/market-economic-social-impact-assessment
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The report sets out a range of recommendations designed to harness and strengthen the role of 
markets in meeting broader strategic goals, from sustainable food systems to economic inclusion 
and place-making. 
These recommendations include: 

• Celebrating market community value and business opportunities. 

• Supporting and developing existing markets, with a view to exploring new opportunities, 

especially where gaps in provision currently exist. 

• Embedding dedicated market policies within the emerging Greater Cambridge Local Plan 

and neighbourhood plans. 

• Ensuring markets are part of new development proposals and local planning decisions. 

• Maximising markets’ contribution to sustainable food strategies and environmental goals, 

including improvements to recycling facilities and waste management. 

• A role for local councils who operate or support markets in fostering stronger partnership 

working between markets and local businesses to boost footfall and economic linkages. 

The emerging Greater Cambridge Local Plan recognises the social and economic value of markets 
and has a policy that seeks to protect and enhance markets and street trading, particularly in the 
Market Square, and All Saints Garden in Cambridge. 
As part of supporting local markets, the two councils have run a markets programme since 2023 
which has provided tailored mentoring, training and financial support to help both new and 
established traders start, strengthen and grow sustainable businesses across Greater Cambridge’s 
markets. The programme was enabled by UK Government Shared Prosperity Funding, which was 
administered locally by the Cambridgeshire and Peterbrough Combined authority. 
This successful programme has been extended for 2025/26, with an investment of £110,00 opened 
to market traders across Cambridge, South Cambridgeshire and now includes Huntingdonshire. 
The Market Traders Growth Programme  will support 40 traders with £40,000 allocated for specialist 
consultancy support, and a further £40,000 set aside for grants of £1,000 per trader - bringing the 
total to £80,000. This programme will be supporting established traders who had been operating for 
at least a year, offering personalised advice, practical workshops and tailored support to help traders 
develop growth plans, improve resilience, explore sustainability and access funding. 
The Future Markets Trader Programme will support 10 new traders, with £25,000 for consultancy 
support and £5,000 for grants of £500 per trader- bringing the total for this programme to £30,000. 
This programme supports aspiring and early-stage traders to establish and grow their businesses in 
Greater Cambridge’s traditional markets, providing tailored business advice, one-to-one mentoring 
and practical guidance, alongside small grants to help cover essential start-up costs and give new 
traders the best chance of long-term success. 
 
Cambs County Council 
 
Strategic Vision 
Healthy, fair and sustainable – Cambridgeshire County Council’s bold new vision for the county 
launched 1st April, setting out a clear commitment to delivering real outcomes that enhance daily 
life for people across our county. Approved by Full Council in February, this new direction is 
informed by resident feedback gathered through the council’s annual Quality of Life survey. 
This vision guides everything the Council does from today until 2028/2029: the decisions it makes, 
the services it delivers, and the partnerships it works with. It reflects our commitment to having a 
positive impact on everyone who lives, works and travels in Cambridgeshire, ensuring that the 
outcomes we deliver genuinely improve people’s lives and strengthen our communities. It will help 
ensure Cambridgeshire is well prepared for the changes and challenges to come including Local 
Government Reorganisation. The vision is supported by the Strategic Framework and its three key 
ambitions, which together provide a clear, consistent direction for the years ahead. 

https://consultations.greatercambridgeplanning.org/draft-greater-cambridge-local-plan-consultation/jobs/policy-jms-markets-and-street-trading
https://www.nwes.org.uk/contracts/market-traders-programme/
https://www.nwes.org.uk/contracts/future-markets-trader-programme/
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Below is the video and the strategic framework slides 
 
https://youtu.be/sN9oDNwv7do?si=Uu4HuIKrwXcbnVL0 

 
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/asset-library/business-plan-section-1-strategic-framework-
2026-29.pdf 
 
Highways 
Cllr Alex Beckett has published a Substack on the pothole situation 
https://notesfromalex.substack.com/p/why-are-the-roads-so-bad-right-now 
 
The overall spending this coming year is as follows. 

 
 
This is the pothole status in week 12 by area (S Cambs in Blue) 

 
 

 
Heating Oil Support 
Government funding has been made available for low-income families who heat their homes with oil 
to help tackle surging prices. 

https://youtu.be/sN9oDNwv7do?si=Uu4HuIKrwXcbnVL0
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/asset-library/business-plan-section-1-strategic-framework-2026-29.pdf
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/asset-library/business-plan-section-1-strategic-framework-2026-29.pdf
https://notesfromalex.substack.com/p/why-are-the-roads-so-bad-right-now
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This targeted financial support, will help low-income households in rural communities who have no 
choice but to top up their tanks at a time when prices have risen so significantly. 
Eligible households in Cambridgeshire can apply for a grant to support with these costs through the 
Cambridgeshire Community Foundation (CCF). 
How to apply 

• Apply online at Crisis & Resilience Fund: Cambridgeshire Community Foundation 

• Residents can apply direct. 

• Or by a referral organisation that has assessed your circumstances and can verify that you 

need of immediate assistance. 

• All applicants will need to provide proof of address, income and the need to top-up with 

heating oil. 

Who can apply 
This fund is targeting Cambridgeshire households on low incomes who are reliant on heating oil and 
who need to top-up their tanks as a matter of urgency. 
To receive this support, applicants must meet all of the following criteria: 

• live in Cambridgeshire 

• be reliant on heating oil to heat their home and/or water 

• have 150 litres or less of oil remaining at the time of application 

• be in receipt of or eligible for one of the following means-tested benefits: 

o Universal Credit 

o Pension Credit 

o Income based Employment and Support Allowance (ESA) 

If funding allows, we hope to expand the scheme at a later date to households on incomes just 
above the threshold for means-tested benefits, or with exceptionally high energy needs. 
Applications to the fund will open on Monday 30 March. In the meantime, please see our 
webpage Help with utility bills for other ways to access support. 
 
Peter McDonald April 8th 2026  

 

https://www.cambscf.org.uk/funds/crisis-resilience/
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/council/communities/support-with-the-cost-of-living/help-with-utility-bills

